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Dear
bmw club members, 
5IF� #.8� $MVC� TFBTPO� IBT� OPX� UBLFO� PGG� JO� NZ� SFHJPO� BT� TQSJOH� JT� 趑OBMMZ� IFSF�� 
The Techno Classica show held in Essen in March is the world’s leading historic car 
exhibition and afforded an opportunity for the BMW Classic and Type Clubs Section,  
the worldwide umbrella organisation for historic BMW automobiles and motorcycles,  
together with BMW Classic, to present the whole BMW Motorsport brand range on two 
and four wheels, as well as reliving the kick-offs of the 1930s, 50s and 70s in the shape 
PG�UIF�#.8�%JYJ�UIF�3����*TFUUB�PS�B�#.8�������*�SFHBSE�UIJT�BT�B�DPIFSFOU�QSFTFOUBUJPO�
CZ�FRVBM�QBSUOFST�ѭ�UIF�DMVCT�BOE�UIF�CSBOET��

A minimalist, brightly-lit, open stand layout integrated the clubs, their members, visitors 
BOE�#.8�$MBTTJD� BOE�#.8�$MVC�0G趑DF� TUBGG�NFNCFST� UP� DSFBUF� B� TJOHMF� FOUJUZ� UIF�
#.8�CSBOE�DPNNVOJDBUJPO�DVMUVSF��5IJT�JT�B�NVMUJ�MBZFSFE�UFSN�UIBU�JT�PQFO�UP�JOUFSQSF-
UBUJPO�CVU�BMTP�UIF�LFZ�UP�UIF�EFWFMPQNFOU�PG�TIBSFE�QPUFOUJBM��*U�JT�B�QFSNBOFOU�趑YUVSF�JO�
the guidelines of the BMW Clubs International Council, at Council meetings and in many club publications, 
PGUFO�GPSNVMBUFE�NPEJ趑FE�BOE�QVU�JOUP�QSBDUJDF�TPNFUJNFT�PWFSMPPLFE�BOE�BMTP�QPTJUJWFMZ�TVQQPSUFE�

The international BMW Club organisation, you as a club delegate, your own BMW Club and its members, the 
Board of the Council, the head of BMW Classic and Ms Sabine Fink as the new head of BMW Museum and  
BMW Group Classic Marketing and the BMW Club organisation are called upon to exploit this potential, carried by 
$MVC�NFNCFST�XPSMEXJEF� ѭ� BMTP� JO� BEWBODF�PG� UIF� GPSUIDPNJOH�DFOUFOBSZ�PG� UIF�#.8�CSBOE�PO���.BSDI������� 
In other words, we need continuously to improve the quality of the results of our own activities in order to permanently 
JNQSPWF�UIFJS�QSP趑MF�BNPOH�BMM�DMVC�NFNCFST�BOE�XJUIJO�UIF�#.8�CSBOE�PSHBOJTBUJPO�BOE�JUT�TUBGG�XPSMEXJEF�

In implementing the resolutions passed at the Council meeting in 2013, the Board of the Council has sent its  
delegates an extensive report on the Working Meeting held in Munich in March 2014 to keep them up to date with 
DVSSFOU�JTTVFT��*�IPQF�UIBU�UIJT�JOGPSNBUJPO�XJMM�CF�EJTUSJCVUFE�XJUIJO�ZPVS�OBUJPOBM�PS�SFHJPOBM�#.8�$MVC�PSHBOJTBUJPO�
BOE�BMTP�XJUIJO�UIF�#.8�DPSQPSBUF�PSHBOJTBUJPO�� *�XPVME�QBSUJDVMBSMZ� MJLF�UP�UIBOL�NZ�DPMMFBHVFT�1IJM�"CSBNJ�BOE� 
%BWJE�EF�#SVZO�GPS�UIJT�

5IF� BJN� PG� FGGFDUJWF� DPNNVOJDBUJPO� NVTU� CF� UP� EFWFMPQ� BOE� EF趑OF� BO� BDUJWF� QBSUOFSTIJQ� CFUXFFO� UIF� PG趑DJBM� 
#.8�$MVCT�BOE�UIF�#.8�PSHBOJTBUJPO�UISPVHIPVU�UIF�XPSME�JO�BMM�JUT�SFMFWBOU�BTQFDUT��*O�NBOZ�QBSUT�PG�PVS�HMPCBM�
BMW Club community this is a genuine partnership - for example in the case of the BMW CCA and BMW North 
"NFSJDB�JO�UIF�64"��8IBU�DBO�IFMQ�XJUI�UIF�EFWFMPQNFOU�PG�TVDI�QBSUOFSTIJQT �"T�BO�PG趑DJBM�#.8�$MVC�XF�IBWF�UIF�
QSJWJMFHF�CVU�OPU�UIF�SJHIU�UP�TFFL�XBZT�UP�EFWFMPQ�B�QBSUOFSTIJQ�XJUI�UIF�#.8�PSHBOJTBUJPO�JUT�JNQPSUFST�BOE�EFBMFST��
*EFBT�BOE�TVHHFTUJPOT��1BUJFODF�QFSTFWFSBODF� JEFBT�GPS�DSFBUJOH�XJO�XJO�TJUVBUJPOT�UIF�VTF�PG�UIF�UPPMT�BWBJMBCMF�
to the BMW Clubs International Council, the “BMW Clubs’ World” platform, the Council website or our Facebook 
site PS�UIF�IFMQ�PG�UIF�$MVC�0G趑DF�BOE�$MVC�0G趑DF�.BOBHFS�JO�QSFTFOUJOH�ZPVS�DMVC�BOE�HBJOJOH�ZPVS�#.8�QBSUOFSѳT� 
BUUFOUJPO��"T�B�#.8�$MVC�BT�B�DMVC�NFNCFS�BOE�BT�B�#.8�FOUIVTJBTU�XF�BMM�IBWF�TPNFUIJOH�UP�CSJOH�UP�UIF�TQFDJ趑D�
Ѷ#.8�TQJSJUѷ�JO�PSEFS�UP�QSPNPUF�JU�
*� IPQF� ZPV� FOKPZ� B� HSFBU� #.8� TFBTPO� JO� ����� XIFUIFS� PO� UXP� PS� GPVS� XIFFMT�� %SJWF� TBGFMZ� SJEF� TBGFMZ� 
XIFSFWFS�ZPV�BSF�

Dr. bernhard knöchlein
Vice Chair Classic
BMW Clubs International Council

EdITorIAlEdITorIAl
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BMW Group Classic:  
/FX�MPDBUJPO�XJUI�IJTUPSJD�SPPUT�

New department manager at BMW Group Classic: 
*OUSPEVDUJPO�(BCSJFMF�'JOL�

#.8�(SPVQ�#SBOE�1SPUFDUJPO�� 
1SPEVDU�BOE�5SBEFNBSL�1SPUFDUJPO�

reports
5FDIOP�$MBTTJDB������

'PMMPXJOH�UIF�USBDLT�PG�(-"4�(5�JO�"NFSJDB�

"EWFOUVSF�5PVS�GPMMPXJOH�UIF�%BLBS�3BMMZ�

IntervIew 
%S��3BMG�;JFHMFS�4QPLFTNBO 
*OUFSOBUJPOBM�#.8�$MBTTJD��BOE�5ZQF�$MVCT�4FDUJPO�
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new locatIon wIth  
hIstorIc roots. 
original bmw production site returns  
to company ownership.

A move to a new location for BMW Group Classic marks a return to 
UIF�DPNQBOZѳT�IJTUPSJD�SPPUT��#.8�"(�IBT�BDRVJSFE�B�QMPU�PG�MBOE�
covering more than 13,000 square metres in the Milbertshofen 
EJTUSJDU� PG�.VOJDI��1SFWJPVTMZ�QBSU� PG� B�,OPSS�#SFNTF�"(� GBDJMJUZ�
JU�XPOѳU�CF�MPOH�CFGPSF�UIF�TJUF�趑OET�JUT�GFFU�BT�UIF�趑STU�QPSU�PG�DBMM�
for fans of historical cars and motorcycles from the BMW, MINI 
BOE�3PMMT�3PZDF�CSBOET��*UT�DMPTF�QSPYJNJUZ�UP�#.8�1MBOU�.VOJDI�
BMW’s “four-cylinder” building, BMW Welt and the BMW Museum 
NBLFT�UIJT�BO�JEFBM�OFX�IPNF�GPS�#.8�(SPVQ�$MBTTJD��

Historic Halls
Interestingly, among the buildings on the plot is a section of the 
PSJHJOBM� #.8� GBDUPSZ� CVJMU� JO� ������ 5IF� DPNQBOZ� XJMM� UIFSFGPSF� 
regain ownership of part of the old aero engine production halls, 
XF�XFMM�BT�UIF�FOUSBODF�CVJMEJOH�GSPN�UIPTF�FBSMZ�EBZT��5IF�MBUUFS� 
is poised to be recommissioned as the gateway into the  
DPNQBOZѳT�IJTUPSZ��

The purchase agreement between BMW AG and Knorr-Bremse 
AG, the world’s leading manufacturer of braking systems for rail 
and commercial vehicles, was signed in February, paving the 
XBZ� GPS� UIF� EFWFMPQNFOU� PG� UIF� TJUF� BOE� JUT� IJTUPSJDBM� CVJMEJOHT�� 
Initial plans for the redevelopment of the plot and buildings are  
DVSSFOUMZ�CFJOH�FYBNJOFE�

The company’s vision involves bringing together numerous BMW 
(SPVQ�$MBTTJD�BDUJWJUJFT�BU�B�TJOHMF�BEESFTT�XIJDI�TBUJT趑FT�SFRVJSF-
ments in terms of space, building technology and security that 
UIF�FYJTUJOH�QSFNJTFT�DPVME�OP�MPOHFS�NFFU��5IF�OFX�MPDBUJPO�XJMM�
offer space for the BMW Group Classic workshop, a customer 
centre (including parts sales for vintage and classic models), the  
#.8� DPNQBOZ� BSDIJWF� BOE� BENJOJTUSBUJPO� BOE� FWFOU� GBDJMJUJFT��
Added to which, the new site will also allow BMW Group Classic to 
QVU�JUFNT�GSPN�JUT�DPMMFDUJPO�PG�IJTUPSJD�WFIJDMFT�PO�EJTQMBZ�

A Nucleus in the Moosacher Strasse
The new home of BMW Group Classic was once the cradle of  
industrial-scale manufacturing of BMW engines: it was on 
.PPTBDIFS�4USBTTF�UIBU�UIF�DPNQBOZ�趑STU�CFHBO�QSPEVDJOH�BJSDSBGU� 
FOHJOFT� JO� MBSHF�OVNCFST� GSPN������PO�� -BUF� JO� ����� IPXFWFS�

Knorr-Bremse took over ownership of the entire site and the  
CVJMEJOHT� PO� JU�� 4PPO� BGUFS� #.8� "(� CVJMU� OFX� NBOVGBDUVSJOH� 
facilities on lerchenauer Strasse, not far from the original facto-
ry, where it would expand production to include engines for cars, 
USVDLT�NPUPSDZDMFT�BOE�CPBUT�PWFS�UIF�QFSJPE�UIBU�GPMMPXFE��

And now, more than 90 years later, the acquisition of the premises  
for BMW Group Classic sees the company returning to its historic 
SPPUT��5IF� JOUFHSBUJPO�PG�QBSU�PG� UIF�PME�QSPEVDUJPO�IBMMT�BOE� UIF�
heritage-protected gate building into the overall concept for the 
new BMW Group Classic site also offers the opportunity for an 
JOUSJHVJOH� DPO趒VFODF� PG� BSDIJUFDUVSF� BOE� GVODUJPO� JO� UIF� NPVME�
of the BMW Museum, which has also been heritage-protected  
TJODF�������

1BTU�BOE�QSFTFOU
BMW Group Classic is the branch of the BMW Group responsible 
for all activities revolving around the history of the company and its 
UISFF�CSBOET�ѭ�#.8�.*/*�BOE�3PMMT�3PZDF��5IF�#.8�BSDIJWF�GPS�
example, specialises in answering questions on the history of the 
DPNQBOZ�JUT�CSBOET�BOE�QSPEVDUT��

The BMW Museum conveys the fascination of the BMW brand – 
through its permanent collection and temporary exhibitions – with 
WJWJE�SFGFSFODFT�UP�UIF�QSFTFOU�BOE�GVUVSF��"OE�#.8�(SPVQ�$MBTTJDѳT� 
brief also extends to participating in classic events, preserving 
and managing a collection of some 1,000 exhibits, and offering  
far-reaching services for owners of historical vehicles, from the 
TVQQMZ�PG�SFQMBDFNFOU�QBSUT�UP�GVMM�SFTUPSBUJPO��

CUrrENT ISSUES
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Gabriele Fink (49) took over responsibility for the BMW Museum and Marketing at BMW Group Classic with  
FGGFDU�GSPN���.BZ�������)FS�QSFEFDFTTPS�%S��3BMG�3PEFQFUFS�XJMM�OPX�IBWF�SFTQPOTJCJMJUZ�GPS�QSPEVDU�TUSBUFHZ� 
BOE�NBSLFUJOH�BU�#.8�.PUPSSBE��

Gabriele Fink began her career 22 years ago in the archive of American car giant Ford and has remained loyal 
UP�UIF�BVUPNPCJMF� JOEVTUSZ�FWFS�TJODF��"GUFS�BOPUIFS�NPWF�UP�WFOFSBCMF�4XFEJTI�CSBOE�7PMWP�TIF�KPJOFE�UIF�
#.8�(SPVQ�JO�������'JSTU�TFSWJOH�BT�QSFTT�PG趑DFS�GPS�UIF�OFXMZ�MBVODIFE�.*/*�CSBOE�TIF�IBT�IFME�B�OVNCFS�
PG�EJGGFSFOU�QPTJUJPOT�XJUIJO�UIF�(SPVQѳT�DPNNVOJDBUJPOT�PSHBOJTBUJPO�PWFS�UIF�MBTU����ZFBST��)FS�NPTU�SFDFOU�
QPTJUJPO�XBT�)FBE�PG�*OUFSOBUJPOBM�1SFTT�BOE�13�&WFOUT��

She herself says: “My new position at BMW Group Classic brings the wheel full circle – after all, I started out  
TUVEZJOH� IJTUPSZ�� *ѳN� SFBMMZ� MVDLZ� UP� CF� BCMF� UP�NBLF�NZ�QBTTJPO�NZ� KPC�� *O� BEEJUJPO� UP� EFBMJOH�XJUI�$MBTTJD� 
CVTJOFTT�*�BMTP�SFBMMZ�FOKPZ�QFPQMF��5IJT�FODPNQBTTFT�OPU�KVTU�NZ�OFX�DPMMFBHVFT�BOE�TUBGG�CVU�BMTP�UIF�NBOZ�
FOUIVTJBTUT�XIP�QPVS�TP�NVDI�DPNNJUNFOU�JOUP�UIF�DMVCT�XPSMEXJEF�ѷ

*O� IFS� QSJWBUF� MJGF�(BCSJFMF� 'JOL� JT� B� QBTTJPOBUF� DPMMFDUPS� CZ� OBUVSF�� "T� ZFU� TIF� IBT� OPU� TVDDVNCFE� UP� UIF� 
UFNQUBUJPO�PG�BO�IJTUPSJD�DBS�PS�NPUPSCJLF�QSFGFSSJOH�BSU�BOE�BOUJRVFT��*O�IFS�MFJTVSF�UJNF�TIF�MJLFT�UP�IFBE�GPS�
XBSNFS�DMJNFT�XIFSF�TIF�DBO�JOEVMHF�IFS�MPWF�GPS�XJOETVS趑OH�BOE�TBJMJOH�

a new Department manager 
at bmw group classIc.

CUrrENT ISSUES
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Ѷ8IZ�OPU�CVZ�	BQQBSFOUMZ
�HFOVJOF�#.8�QBSUT�GPS�MFTT ѷ�5IF�*OUFSOFU�JT�GVMM�PG�BET�GPS�TVQQPTFEMZ�HFOVJOF�QBSUT�UIBU�
TVCTFRVFOUMZ�UVSO�PVU�UP�CF�QPPS�RVBMJUZ�GBLFT��6TJOH�UIFTF�QBSUT�DBO�DBVTF�EBNBHF�UP�UIF�DBS��5IF�EBNBHF�DBVTFE�
JT�PGUFO�NVDI�HSFBUFS�UIBO�UIF�TBWJOHT�BDIJFWFE�UP�CFHJO�XJUI��*U�JT�PGUFO�WFSZ�EJG趑DVMU�GPS�DPOTVNFST�UP�EJGGFSFOUJBUF�
CFUXFFO�BO�PSJHJOBM�BOE�B�DPVOUFSGFJU�XJUI�UIF�OBLFE�FZF��5IBUѳT�XIZ�JU�JT�TP�JNQPSUBOU�UP�DIPPTF�ZPVS�TPVSDF�XJUI�
DBSF�

Serious safety risk
)PXFWFS�UIF�VTF�PG�DPQZDBU�QSPEVDUT�DBO�EP�NPSF�UIBO�DBVTF�EBNBHF�UP�UIF�DBS��*G�UIF�DPVOUFSGFJU�QSPEVDUT�JOWPMWF�
TBGFUZ�SFMBUFE�QBSUT�UIJT�DBO�BMTP�FOUBJM�TJHOJ趑DBOU�SJTLT�GPS�UIF�ESJWFS�BOE�PUIFS�SPBE�VTFST��'PS�FYBNQMF�MBCPSBUPSZ�
tests on counterfeit wheels carried out by the BMW Group have shown that these fail to meet either legal standards 
PS�#.8ѳT�PXO�IJHIFS�EFNBOET�
 
Thus, after testing, counterfeit wheels were found to be seriously damaged and, in addition, there was an acute drop 
JO�UZSF�QSFTTVSF�EVF�UP�UIF�EBNBHF��5IJT�DBO�DBVTF�ESJWFST�UP�MPTF�DPOUSPM�PG�UIFJS�WFIJDMFT�FYQPTJOH�UIFN�UP�PUIFS�
TFSJPVT�EBOHFST�

bmw group  
branD protectIon.
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#SBOE�1SPUFDUJPO�5FBN
The BMW Group pursues the clear 
objective of protecting customers from 
product forgery and its consequenc-
FT�� 5IF� CSBOE� QSPUFDUJPO� UFBN� BU� UIF� 
BMW Group uses an international  
network to combat product counterfeit-
FST�XPSMEXJEF��

A large proportion of counterfeit  
products can be stopped before they 
DSPTT� UFSSJUPSJBM� CPVOEBSJFT�� 5IJT� JT�
thanks to intensive cooperation with the 
customs authorities and other bodies in 
PWFS����DPVOUSJFT�UISPVHIPVU�UIF�XPSME�

In practical terms this means that the 
brand protection team tracks down 
counterfeit goods, prevents their sale 
BOE� 趑OBMMZ� CSJOHT� UIF� QFSQFUSBUPST� UP�
KVTUJDF� GPS� UIFJS� DSJNFT��"GUFS� BMM� DPVO-
terfeit products particularly threaten the 
TBGFUZ�PG�UIF�DPOTVNFS�

If you become aware of a counterfeit  
product, contact the brand protection 
team at: 
CSBOE�QSPUFDUJPO�UFBN!CNXHSPVQ�DPN��

:PV�XJMM�趑OE�GVSUIFS�EFUBJMT�BU��
IUUQ���XXX�CNXHSPVQ�DPN�DPN�FO�
CSBOET�CSBOE�QSPUFDUJPO�IUNM

The test simulates an impact 
comparable to driving over a  
QPUIPMF� PS� B� MBSHF� PCTUBDMF�� 
A carriage similar to an axe is 
dropped onto the tyre at a trans-
verse angle to the wheel, similar 
UP�B�HVJMMPUJOF��5IF�XFJHIU�PG�UIF�
ESPQQFE�DBSSJBHF�JT�����LH�

conclusion: The wheels must 
NFFU� TQFDJ趑D�NJOJNVN� SFRVJSF-
NFOUT��5IF� DPVOUFSGFJU� GBJMFE� UP�
even come close to the required  
WBMVFT�� 5IF� SFTVMUT� PCUBJOFE� JO�
relation to the counterfeit wheel 
can be evaluated as safety- 
DSJUJDBM�

Counterfeitoriginal

CUrrENT ISSUES
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With more than 1,250 exhibitors from 30 different countries presenting their cars 
and products in 20 halls and several open arenas to a crowd of around 190,000 
automobile enthusiasts, the Techno Classica show in Essen is the world’s big-
HFTU�WJOUBHF�BOE�DMBTTJD�DBS�FYIJCJUJPO��.PSF�UIBO������DBST�XFSF�PO�TBMF�BOE�
PODF�BHBJO�UIJT�ZFBS�TPNF�BTUPOJTIJOH�QSJDFT�XFSF�BDIJFWFE��"MSFBEZ�PO�UIF�趑STU�
day of the show there were “Sold” signs to be seen behind the windscreens of 
NBOZ�IBOETPNFMZ�QSJDFE�DMBTTJD�DBST�

Keeping with tradition, BMW Classic presented its automobile history in Hall 12 
UPHFUIFS�XJUI�UIF�#.8�$MVCT��5IJT�ZFBS�WJTJUPST�XFSF�SFNJOEFE�PG�UIF�SFDPSE�
breaking performances and spectacular successes in sport associated with 
UIF�#.8�CSBOE�GPS�NBOZ�EFDBEFT��5IF�OFX�WFSTJPO�PG�UIF�#.8�����5PVSJOH�
Coupé was on display, a precise evocation of the race car that won the le Mans  
���)PVS� 3BDF� JO� JUT� DMBTT� ��� ZFBST� BHP�� )FSF� JU� XBT� QSFTFOUFE� XJUI� B� XIJUF� 
painted exterior and an additional headlight on the front (in 1940 the same 328 
5PVSJOH�$PVQ©�UIJT�UJNF�JO�TJMWFSZ�MJWFSZ�UPPL�PWFSBMM�趑STU�QMBDF�JO�UIF�.JMMF�.JHMJB
��

1SFDJTFMZ����ZFBST� MBUFS�#.8�DFMFCSBUFE� JUT�趑STU�PWFSBMM�WJDUPSZ� JO� UIF�XPSMEѳT�
CFTU�LOPXO�MPOH�EJTUBODF�SBDF�XJUI�UIF�7���-.3��5IF�XJOOJOH�DBS�GSPN������
XBT�BMTP�PO�TIPX�JO�&TTFO��5PVSJOH�DBST�GSPN�UIF�����T�BOE�����T�XFSF�BMTP�
EJTQMBZFE�GPS�FYBNQMF�UIF�#.8�����$4-�BOE�UIF�趑STU�HFOFSBUJPO�PG�UIF�#.8�
.�� EFWFMPQFE� GPS� UIF�%5.� SBDF� TFSJFT�� 4QPSUJOH� TVDDFTTFT� PO� UXP�XIFFMT�
XFSF�SFDBMMFE�XJUI�CJLFT�TVDI�BT�UIF�#.8�3����BOE�UIF�#.8�3����(�4�

techno classIca.  
essen, 26.- 30.04.2014.
  stefan bordt, #.8�7FUFSBOFO�$MVC�%FVUTDIMBOE�F�7�

3&10354
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looking at the topic of 80 years of lightweight construction, which has domi-
nated the character of BMW cars both on the racing scene and in everyday use 
for eight years, BMW Classic used the Techno Classica as an opportunity to cover 
every era, from the triumphs of the 1930s to the present, including a comparison 
of the space frame of the BMW 328 Kamm racing limousine made from electron, 
a special alloy of magnesium and aluminium, and the BMW i8 plug-in hybrid sports 
DBS�XIJDI�IBT�B�QBTTFOHFS�DFMM�NBEF�GSPN�DBSCPO�趑CSF�SFJOGPSDFE�QMBTUJD�

other rarities on show in Essen were provided by members of numerous BMW 
$MVCT��5IJT�ZFBS�UIF�FODMPTVSF�TIBSFE�CZ�NPSF�UIBO����FYIJCJUJOH�#.8�$MVCT�
celebrated the 10th anniversary of the umbrella organisation, the “International 
#.8�$MBTTJD�BOE�5ZQF�$MVCT�4FDUJPOѷ��

For many years, the active owners and fans of historic cars in the BMW Clubs 
have provided invaluable service in preserving and presenting living automotive 
history in the BMW brand, both at the Techno Classica show and in many other 
FWFOUT��5IJT�XBT�BMTP�XJUOFTTFE�CZ�UIF�MBSHF�GPSNBU�QIPUPHSBQIT�PO�UIF�TJEFT�
of the halls, taken at various club events and impressively illustrating the lively 
OBUVSF�PG�DMVC� MJGF�BOE�UIF�NFNCFSTѳ�FOKPZNFOU�PG�UIFJS�IPCCZ��"U�UIF�5FDIOP�
Classic show, the BMW Clubs once again presented a wide spectrum of cars, 
SBOHJOH�GSPN�UIF�QSF�XBS�#.8�%"��BOE�UIF�#.8�*TFUUB�BOE�#.8�����$4�UP�
UIF�NPEFSO�#.8����J�&���� UP�OBNF� KVTU�B� GFX��"MM�DMVCT�XFSF�WFSZ�QPTJUJWF�
BCPVU� UIF�NPSF�SFMBYFE�QMBDFNFOU�PG� UIF�DMVC�DPVOUFS� UIJT�ZFBS��"MUIPVHI�UIF�
FYIJCJUJPO�QSFTFODF�PG�PUIFS�NBOVGBDUVSFST�NJHIU�CF�CJHHFS�JO�UIF�趑OBM�BOBMZTJT�
what counts is the great atmosphere in Hall 12, the friendly interaction between 
BMW Clubs and BMW Classic and the shared pleasure in fascinating historic 
#.8�DBST�

more than 20  

exhIbItIng bmw clubs.

3&10354
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on the  
glas gt traIl  
In the usa.
uwe gusen, 1SFTJEFOU�(-"4�"VUPNPCJMDMVC�*OUFSOBUJPOBM�F��7�

Axel Coelln once told me that he would love to travel across America by train to visit the west 
DPBTU��*�XBT�SFBMMZ�趑SFE�VQ�CZ�UIJT�JEFB�BOE�XF�EFDJEFE�UP�NBLF�UIF�USJQ�UPHFUIFS�ѭ������NJMFT�
by train – 2,200 miles by soft-top along the coast and a rendezvous with some interesting  
NFNCFST�PG�UIF�(-"4�$MVC��
��0DUPCFS������XBT�UIF�EBZ�PVS�USJQ�CFHBO��*�趒FX�UP�/FX�:PSL�BOE�POF�EBZ�MBUFS�XBT�BMSFBEZ�
PO�UIF�USBJO�CPVOE�GPS�$IJDBHP��)BWJOH�BSSJWFE�UIFSF�"YFM�BOE�*�USBWFMMFE�PO�XJUI�UIF�GBNPVT�
Ѷ&NQJSF�#VJMEFSѷ�USBJO� UISPVHI�UIF�3PDLZ�.PVOUBJOT�UP�SFBDI�1PSUMBOE�0SFHPO��5IJT�USJQ�CZ�
TMFFQJOH�DBS�BOE�WJFXJOH�DBS�UPPL�UISFF�EBZT�QBTTJOH�UISPVHI�B�XJEF�WBSJFUZ�PG�MBOETDBQFT��
Having reached our destination, we were given our rented car, a red Chevrolet Camaro Cabriolet 
��XPX��8F�IBE�IBSEMZ�UBLFO�QPTTFTTJPO�PG�UIF�DBS�CFGPSF�XF�IBE�PVS�趑STU�EBUF�XJUI�(-"4�$MVC�
members david rives, who had come in his white GlAS 1700 GTS and Ted davis, who owns a 
#.8������(5��8F�NFU�BU�8JENFSѳT�#SBVIBVT�B�(FSNBO�TUZMF�SFTUBVSBOU�XJUI�JUT�PXO�CSFXFSZ��
"GUFS�BO�"NFSJDBO�CFFS�BOE�B�NPEFTU�NFBM�XF�ESPWF�UP�%BWJE�3JWFTѳ�IPNF�

Ѷ*�OFWFS�MFU�NZ�(-"4�BMPOF�ѷ
david rives is an old friend who has already visited us several times during GlAS meetings 
JO�(FSNBOZ��%BWJE� JT�BO�&OHMJTI� UFBDIFS�BOE�TUVEJFE� GPS�B�OVNCFS�PG�TFNFTUFST� JO�'SFJCVSH� 
(FSNBOZ�� 5IJT�NFBOT� UIBU� (FSNBO� QPTFT� OP� QSPCMFNT� GPS� IJN�� )F� OPX� IFBET� VQ� B� MBSHF� 
UFBDIFSTѳ�VOJPO�
)F�MPWFT�IJT�DBS�BOE�XPVME�OFWFS�MFBWF�JU�VOTVQFSWJTFE�PO�UIF�TUSFFU��)F�BDRVJSFE�UIF�WFIJDMF�
UFO�ZFBST�BHP��5IF�CPEZ�BOE�JOUFSJPS�BSF�JO�WFSZ�HPPE�DPOEJUJPO��
He also showed us his collection of literature, consisting of numerous publications by the  
GPSNFS�"NFSJDBO�(-"4�$MVC��)PXFWFS�%BWJE�EPFTOѳU�KVTU�DPMMFDU�JUFNT�SFMBUJOH�UP�(-"4�BOE�
XBT�QMFBTFE�UP�TIPX�VT�IJT�IVHF�SFDPSE�DPMMFDUJPO�
5IF�OFYU�EBZ�XIFO�XF�ESPQQFE�CZ�PO�UIF�XBZ�UP�TFF�5FE�%BWJT�IF�XBT�TP�趑SFE�VQ�CZ�PVS�WJTJU�
UIBU�IF�XBT�BMSFBEZ�VOEFS�IJT�(-"4�USZJOH�UP�BMJHO�UIF�FYIBVTU�QJQF��

top left: in the Redwood Forest.
top right: Axel Coelln (l) with Uwe Gusen  
at Glaciers Point.
downright: Fully motivated, David under 
the GLAS.
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A boyhood dream came true!
5FE�%BWJT�XBT� GBTDJOBUFE�XJUI� UIF�#.8������(5� GSPN�IJT�ZPVUI�BOE� UIF�趑STU� UIJOH�IF�
TIPXFE�VT�XBT�IJT�DPMMFDUJPO�PG�PME�CSPDIVSFT��"�GFX�ZFBST�BHP�IF�GVM趑MMFE�B�CPZIPPE�ESFBN�
CZ�QVSDIBTJOH�B�#.8�(5��5IF�DBSѳT�QBJOUXPSL�XBT�DPNQMFUFMZ�SFNPWFE�BOE�UIF�CPEZ�XBT�
XFMEFE�BU�B�OVNCFS�PG�QPJOUT�CFGPSF�UIF�PSJHJOBM�UVSG�DPMPVS�XBT�SFBQQMJFE��*U�JT�FYUSFNFMZ�
JNQPSUBOU�UP�5FE�UIBU�IJT�DBS�TIPVME�CF�SFTUPSFE�UP�BCTPMVUFMZ�PSJHJOBM�DPOEJUJPO��*O�IJT�PUIFS�
MJGF�5FE�TFMMT�DBNQFS�WBOT��)JT�DPNQBOZ�EFBMT�JO�CFBVUJGVM�NPEFMT�GSPN�"JSTUSFBN�

5IF� JUJOFSBSZ� GPS� UIF�OFYU�EBZ�XBT�TJHIUTFFJOH�BOE�B�WJTJU� UP� UIF�3FEXPPE�'PSFTU��)VHF�
USFFT� TPNF�PG� UIFN�PWFS������ZFBST�PME� BXBJUFE�VT�� *O� TPNF�QBSUT� UIF� USFFT�XFSF�TP�
EFOTF�UIBU�JU�XBT�QJUDI�EBSL�JO�UIF�GPSFTU�FWFO�UIPVHI�JU�XBT�UIF�NJEEMF�PG�UIF�EBZ�
8F�MFGU�0SFHPO�CFIJOE�BOE�ESPWF�GVSUIFS�TPVUI��*O�$BMJGPSOJB�XF�趑STU�WJTJUFE�UIF�/BQB�7BMMFZ�
XIFSF�(FSNBO�JNNJHSBOUT�IBE�EJTDPWFSFE�UIF�QFSGFDU�TJUF�GPS�UIFJS�WJOFZBSET��
8F�UIFO�NPWFE�PO�UP�NFFU�XJUI�#JMM�8BUTPO�XIP�XBT�BMSFBEZ�FYQFDUJOH�VT�

racing – his greatest passion
Bill Watson runs a customising workshop for BMW cars from the 1970s and 80s on the  
4POPNB�SBDF�USBDL�BCPVU����LN�OPSUI�PG�4BO�'SBODJTDP���
In his garage Bill showed us a BMW 2002, a beautiful BMW E9 racing coupé and a 3 Series 
#.8�SBDF�DBS�BMM�JO�#.8ѳT�DMBTTJD�SBDJOH�XIJUF��
)F� BMTP� PXOT� UISFF� (-"4� ����� (5� NPEFMT� BMM� PG� XIJDI� BSF� BXBJUJOH� SFTUPSBUJPO�� )JT� 
JOUFOUJPO� JT� UP� DPOWFSU� UIFTF� DBST� UP� #.8� UFDIOPMPHZ�� )F� MPWFT� UIF�(-"4� EFTJHO� CVU� 
QSFGFST�UIF�UFDIOPMPHZ�PG�#.8��)F�XBOUT�UP�UVSO�POF�JOUP�B�SBDF�DBS��
8F�TQFOU�B�MPOH�FWFOJOH�XJUI�IJN�BOE�TUJMM�IBWF�IBQQZ�NFNPSJFT�PG�UIF�UJNF�

5IF�OFYU�EBZ�XF�SFBDIFE�4BO�'SBODJTDP��:PV�DBO�TQFOE�B�MPU�PG�UJNF�JO�4BO�'SBODJTDP�CVU�
VOGPSUVOBUFMZ�PVS�TDIFEVMF�EJE�OPU�BMMPX�GPS�UIJT��8F�UIFSFGPSF�KVTU�DPWFSFE�UIF�CBTJDT��B�DJUZ�
UPVS�CZ�PQFO�UPQQFE�CVT�B�WJTJU�UP�1JFS����XJUI�JUT�OPX�GBNPVT�TFB�MJPOT�'JTIFSNBOѳT�8IBSG�
BOE�-BNCBSE�4USFFU�XJUI�JUT�NBOZ�UXJTUT�BOE�UVSOT�BOE�趒PSBM�EJTQMBZT��

“That’s my Baby!”
5IF�OFYU�NPSOJOH�XF�USBWFMMFE�PO�UP�NFFU�XJUI�"OESFB�.PPSF�XIP�PXOT�B�(-"4�������(5��
The family afforded us a hearty welcome and Andrea told us how, a couple of years back, 
TIF�BOE�%PVH�IBE�WJTJUFE�B�GSJFOE�XIP�PXOFE�B�(-"4��"OESFB�GFMM�JO�MPWF�XJUI�UIF�DBS�BU�趑STU�
TJHIU�BOE�UIF�GSJFOE�HBWF�IFS�UIF�DBS�BT�B�HJGU��4IF�KPJOFE�UIF�(-"4�$MVC�BOE�XPVME�MPWF�UP�
CF�BCMF�UP�ESJWF�UIF�DBS�CVU�趑STU�UIF�(5�OFFET�UP�CF�SFTUPSFE��
From San Francisco we then struck out for the interior of the country and Yosemite National 
1BSL��"U�UIF�FOUSBODF�UP�UIF�QBSL�XF�FODPVOUFSFE�WBTU�BSFBT�PG�CVSOFE�BOE�EBNBHFE�USFFT��
"�GPSFTU�趑SF�IBE�EPOF�B�IVHF�BNPVOU�PG�EBNBHF�IFSF�B�GFX�XFFLT�FBSMJFS��8F�TPPO�SFBDIFE�
UIF�JNQSFTTJWF�WBMMFZ�XIJDI�JT�FODMPTFE�CZ�NBTTJWF�IJHI�SPDL�XBMMT��5IJT�CFBVUJGVM�GPSFTUFE�
BSFB� JT� QPQVMBS�XJUI�NBOZ� UPVSJTUT��8F�XFSF� MVDLZ�FOPVHI� UP� 趑OE� B� SPPN� JO� UIF�NJEEMF� 
PG�UIF�QBSL�
0VS�OFYU�QPSU�PG�DBMM�XBT�XJUI�,BUIMFFO�BOE�5PN�,FSCFS�JO�.FSDFE�

top right: The Golden Gate Bridge was 
mostly under fog. 

bottom left: Andrea’s GLAS.
bottom right: Bill Watson’s garage.
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Honeymoon in a 1700 GT
5PN�,FSCFS�TVSQSJTFE�VT�CZ�UFMMJOH�VT�IF�IBE�QVSDIBTFE�UIF�(-"4�BU�UIF�FOE�PG�������5IJT�
NBLFT�IJN�POF�PG�UXP�LOPXO�PSJHJOBM�PXOFST�JO�UIF�64"��
)F�NBSSJFE�IJT�XJGF�,BUIMFFO�JO�.BZ������BOE�ESPWF�UIF�(-"4�PO�IPOFZNPPO��5PN�VTFE�
the car on a routine basis until 1978, always taking it to a repair shop near San Francisco that 
TQFDJBMJTFE�JO�(FSNBO�DBST��)PXFWFS�XIFO�UIF�UPPUIFE�CFMU�DBNF�PGG�EVSJOH�B�USJQ�IF�XBT�
GPSDFE�UP�SFUJSF�UIF�DBS�B�TJUVBUJPO�UIBU�XBT�UP�MBTU����ZFBST��5PN�IBT�CFFO�B�NFNCFS�PG�PVS�
DMVC�TJODF������BOE�JT�EFUFSNJOFE�UP�SFQBJS�UIF�FOHJOF�BOE�UP�HFU�UIF�DBS�CBDL�PO�UIF�SPBE�

5IF�OFYU�EBZ�BGUFS�B�QMFBTBOU�FWFOJOH�UPHFUIFS�XF�ESPWF�UISPVHI�WBTU�趑FMET�PG�GSVJU�BOE�
WFHFUBCMFT�UP�SFBDI�UIF�DPBTU�XIFSF�XF�UPPL�UIF�GBNPVT�)JHIXBZ�/P����UP�-PT�"OHFMFT��
5IF�IJHIXBZ�XJOET�JUT�XBZ�GPS�NJMFT�CFUXFFO�UIF�NPVOUBJOT�BOE�UIF�1BDJ趑D�0DFBO��5IF�
MBOETDBQF�JT�WFSZ�JNQSFTTJWF�BOE�GFBUVSFT�B�XJEF�WBSJFUZ�PG�WFHFUBUJPO��+VTU�CFGPSF�SFBDIJOH�
los Angeles, we turned away from the coast again, passing through an amazing desert area 
XIFSF�XF�NFU�BMNPTU�OP�PUIFS�DBST�UIFO�DMJNCJOH�VQ�JOUP�UIF�NPVOUBJOT��
8F�WJTJUFE�GPVS�NPSF�DMVC�NFNCFST�CFGPSF�趒ZJOH�CBDL�UP�/FX�:PSL�PO����0DUPCFS������
UIFO�ESJWJOH�UP�/PSXBML����NJMFT�OPSUI�FBTU�PG�/FX�:PSL�XIFSF�"YFM�$¶MMO�MJWFT�

Axel – a member of the GlAS Automobile Club 
for more than 20 years
"YFM� $PFMMO� 趑STU� FODPVOUFSFE�(-"4� JO� ����� BU� UIF� BHF� PG� ���� )F� CPVHIU� BO� *TBS�� 5IJT� 
“acquaintance” only lasted two years, because Axel immigrated to the United States in 
������*O�UIF�NFBOUJNF�IF�IBT�CFDPNF�BO�"NFSJDBO�DJUJ[FO��8IFO�IF�EJTDPWFSFE�B�(-"4�
1700 GT in a scrapyard in 1900, he remembered the marque and bought the car, setting 
BCPVU�JUT�SFTUPSBUJPO��"YFM�KPJOFE�UIF�(-"4�"VUPNPCJMF�$MVC�JO������BOE�BUUFOEFE�IJT�趑STU�
BOOVBM�NFFU�JO�4BBMGFMEFO�JO�������*O�UIF�NFBOUJNF�"YFM�JT�OPX�PVS�MPOHFTU�TFSWJOH�NFN-
CFS�JO�UIF�6OJUFE�4UBUFT��)F�MPPLT�BGUFS�BMM�UIF�DPVOUSZѳT�(-"4�GBOT�XIP�IBWF�OPX�HSPXO�
JO�OVNCFS�UP�UXFOUZ�
)F�TPME�IJT�GVMMZ�SFTUPSFE�(-"4������(5�JO�UIF�JOUFSJN��*OTUFBE�IF�QVSDIBTFE�B�(-"4������
(5�$BCSJP�JO�������'PMMPXJOH�SFTUPSBUJPO�UIJT�DBS�JT�OPX�JO�QFSGFDU�DPOEJUJPO��*O�BEEJUJPO�JO�
�����IF�BMTP�QVSDIBTFE�B�#.8������(5�XJUI�TVOSPPG�ѭ�RVJUF�B�SBSJUZ�JO�UIF�6�4�
*�IBWF�CFFO�GSJFOET�XJUI�"YFM� GPS�PWFS����ZFBST�XIJDI� JT�UIF�SFBTPO�GPS�UIJT�VOVTVBM� USJQ�� 
#VU�XF�XFSFOѳU�RVJUF�趑OJTIFE�ZFU��

After a short stop, we journeyed on towards Boston and Norfolk/Massachusetts, where we 
visited two more club members before I took the plane back to Munich at the beginning of 
/PWFNCFS��*�IBWF�B�MPU�PG�IBQQZ�NFNPSJFT�PG�UIF�USJQ�

top: Tom Kerber’s GLAS as wedding car 1968.
bottom left: Ted (r), proud owner.
bottom right: Axel Coelln’s BMW 1600 GT.
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aDventure tour followIng
the Dakar rally.
garry williams, BMW owners register of New Zealand

After our top to bottom GS Anniversary ride in New Zealand at the 
end of 2010 [Council Newsletter 2/11], my friend and riding buddy, 
+VTUJO�BOE�*�TUBSUFE�LJDLJOH�BSPVOE�JEFBT�GPS�UIF�OFYU�ѲCJHѳ�BEWFO-
UVSF��8F�UIPVHIU�B�CJU�BCPVU�SJEJOH�BDSPTT�4PVUI�"GSJDB�CVU�BT�UIF�
dakar rally has always fascinated me, I suggested hopping over to 
South America for a look in 2014, giving us a bit of time to save up 
UIF�OFDFTTBSZ�GVOET�

rather than deal with logistics ourselves, in May 2013 we put  
ourselves in the hands of Magnus Eriksson, owner of outback  
"EWFOUVSF� 5SFLT� JO� "VTUSBMJB�� .BHOVT� QVU� UPHFUIFS� B� UXP�XFFL�
guided “Chasing the dakar” tour for what we thought was a pretty 
reasonable cost, and with pretty much everything you’d need to 
DPOTJEFS�JG�ZPV�XFOU�CZ�ZPVSTFMG�TPSUFE�PVU��

We invited a few friends from the GS Anniversary trip to join us and 
XBJUFE�GPS�ѶUIF�EBZ�XF�趒Z�PVUѷ�UP�DPNF�BSPVOE�ѭ�JU�XBT�B�MPOH�XBJU�
&WFOUVBMMZ�'SJEBZ���+BOVBSZ�DBNF�BSPVOE�BOE�+VTUJO�"MFY�*BO�BOE�
*�NFU�VQ�JO�"VDLMBOE�GPS�PVS����IPVS�趒JHIU��-FBWJOH�BU������QN�XJUI�
a three and a half hour break in Santiago and arriving in Buenos 
"JSFT�BU������QN�PO�UIF�TBNF�EBZ�XBT�QSFUUZ�XFJSE�

Buenos Aires – rosario 
Magnus met us at Buenos Aires airport and had arranged taxis 
UP�UIF�)PUFM�-B�1FSMB�JO�UIF�NJEEMF�PG�UPXO�XIFSF�XF�NFU�VQ�XJUI�
dave, rod and Maryann, david and Vicki, rene and Clarry (the 
PUIFS�"VTUSBMJBO�PO�UIF�USJQ
�GPS�B�CFFS�BOE�TPNF�EJOOFS��

Buenos Aires reminded me a bit of Abu dhabi, very crowded but 
really exciting with plenty going on! It was hot too, sitting around 
38°C! I liked Argentina pretty much straight away, beer comes by 
the litre - and since we were on bus to rosario the next morning 
UIFSF�XFSF�OP�XPSSJFT�BCPVU�ESJOL�ESJWJOH��*�IBE�BOPUIFS�POF�PS�UXP�
The next day, our bus picked us up early for the four-hour drive to 
rosario through an interesting landscape, similar to where I live in 
$BOUFSCVSZ�XJUI�JUT�MPOH�TUSBJHIU�SPBET���BOE�JUѳT�趒BU�BT�GBS�BT�ZPV�
DBO�TFF��8F�DIFDLFE�JOUP�UP�-B�$BTB�EF�"SSJCB�B�OJDF�CBDLQBDLFS�
TUZMF�IPUFM�DMPTF�UP�UIF�DFOUSF�PG�UPXO��0VS�IPTUT�/BDIPT�	MJLF�UIF�
food) and his partner, looked after us well, even making sure the 
fridge was well stocked with cold beer for later! 

8F�XBOEFSFE�EPXO�UPXO�UP�TQFOE�B�DPVQMF�PG�IPVST�BU�%BLBS�1BSD�
'FSNF� UP�DIFDL�PVU� UIF�QPEJVN��5IPVTBOET�PG�QFPQMF�XFSF�PVU�
watching the parade of race vehicles before the start on Sunday –  
a brilliant atmosphere! 

rosario is a much tidier city than Buenos Aires, it was just as hot  
BMUIPVHI� OPU� VOQMFBTBOU� BOE� JUT� DBG©T� BCVOEBOU�� #FGPSF� XF� MFGU�
New Zealand we had black polo shirts made for each of us with a 
silver fern logo on one side and the dakar logo  on the other, which 
were already drawing quite a bit of attention!
We couldn’t stay out too late though, we had paperwork for the 
bikes to do and a 5:30 alarm to get underway in the morning, and 
we’re told we’ve got around 700 kilometres to ride to get in front of 
UIF�SBDJOH��0VS�TUSBUFHZ�JT�UP�KVNQ�BIFBE�PG�UIF�3BMMZ�PO�BMUFSOBUF�
days so we have every other day to watch as much of the racing 
BT�XF�DBO�

top left: Leaving Rosario on day 
1 of the Dakar Rally.

top right: Shiny bikes lined up 
in Rosario. Of the 196 starters 

POMZ����XJMM�ꠋOJTI�
bottom: Joan Nani Roma went 

on to win the Dakar, he also won 
it on a bike when it was still held 

in North Africa in 2004.
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rosario – San luis
Early Sunday morning we met up with Thomas, driver of the  
TVQQPSU�WFIJDMF�BOE�PVS�Ѳ趑YFSѳ�GPS�UIF�USJQ�BOE�DPMMFDUFE�PVS�CJLFT�ѭ�
B�#.8�'���(4�UXJO�GPS�NPTU�PG�VT��8F�MFGU�3PTBSJP�GPMMPXJOH�UIF�
competitor’s transit route ending up between the cars and trucks 
BT�UIF�CJLFT�MFGU�BU������BN�PO�BO�����LJMPNFUSF�TUBHF��5IF�XBZ�
UIF� MPDBMT� USFBUFE�VT�ZPVѳE� UIJOL�XF�XFSF�DPNQFUJOH�� *ѳWF�OFWFS�
had my photo taken so often and people wanting autographs or 
QIPUPT� PG� UIFJS� LJET� XJUI� UIF� CJLFT� TXBNQFE� VT� BU� FWFSZ� TUPQ��
Quite something! 

I had no problem riding on the right; in fact it seemed quite  
OBUVSBM��8F�SPEF�����LJMPNFUSFT�UP�UIF�CJWPVBD�BU�UIF�1PUSFSP�EF�
MPT�'VOFT�SBDF�USBDL�JO�4BO�-VJT��.BHOVT�NVTU�IBWF�TBJE�XF�XFSF�
"MM�#MBDLT�PS�TPNFUIJOH�BT�JNQPSUBOU�BT�UIF�1PMJDF�PO�EVUZ�XBWFE�
VT�UISPVHI��8F�HPU�UP�SJEF�QBSU�PG�UIF�USBDL�BHBJO�XJUI�UIPVTBOET�
PG�QFPQMF�XBWJOH�BOE�DIFFSJOH�VT�PO�JU�XBT�BMM�RVJUF�TVSSFBM��

8F�NFU�TPNF� ѲQSPQFSѳ� SJEFST�XIP�XFSF�IBQQZ�UP�DIBU�BOE�RVJUF�
QMFBTFE�XFѳE�DPNF�TVDI�B�MPOH�XBZ�UP�GPMMPX�UIFN�BSPVOE��5IF�
people here just love Kiwis!

The Hotel Aiello we stayed in San luis had a pool, which was a 
CPOVT�BT�TIJSUT�TIPSUT�BOE�TPDLT�OFFEFE�B�XBTI��

San luis – Mendoza
Another early morning start on Monday has us heading into the 
foothills of the Andes to one of the designated spectator zones to 
DBUDI�UIF�TUBSU�PG�TUBHF����5IF�SBDF�CJLFT�IBE�BOPUIFS�CJH�EBZ�XJUI�
a 365 kilometre transit and a 359 kilometre special stage between 
4BO�-VJT�BOE�4BO�3BGBFM��

After a couple of hours watching we headed to our hotel in 
Mendoza, further north of San rafael and only a short run  
	����LJMPNFUSFT
�GSPN�4BO�-VJT��8F�IBE�NPTU�PG�UIF�BGUFSOPPO�UP�
ourselves and a few others went wine tasting at a vineyard about 
10 minutes away - but it was too hot for me! I really needed a  
QSPQFS�TMFFQ�BGUFS�B�GFX�SFTUMFTT�OJHIUT�

.FOEP[B�ѭ�4BO�+VBO�
Tuesday was a short day on the bike, only 438 kilometres, but it 
UPPL�CFTU�QBSU�PG����IPVST�UP�HFU�UP�4BO�+VBO��5IF�SBDF�CJLFT�MFGU�
BHBJO�BU������BN�XIJDI�XBT�B�UBE�FBSMZ�GPS�VT��5IFZ�IBE�BOPUIFS�
�����LJMPNFUSF�EBZ�JO�GSPOU�PG�UIFN��8F�TUPQQFE�GPS�B�DPVQMF�PG�
hours to watch the cars and trucks starting the marathon stage 
outside Mendoza, man those Minis are quick! Alex and I found a 
DIPJDF�WBOUBHF�QPJOU�PO�B�IJMM�KVTU�OPSUI�PG�UIF�趑STU�DPSOFS��1MFOUZ�
of action! 

We managed to get a bit of gravel in during our ride, some of it very 
EFFQ��*�EP�OPU�MJLF�UIF�'���(4�NVDI�CVU�TIPVMEOѳU�SFBMMZ�DPNQMBJO��
UIF�)1��&OEVSP�*�IBWF�BU�IPNF�TQPJMT�NF�B�CJU��*�XBT�BMTP�ESJOLJOH�
B�MPU�PG�XBUFS�BU� MFBTU��-�B�EBZ���BOE�OPOF�PG�JU�DBNF�PVU�� *U�XBT�
really hot! 

It started cooling down a bit as we climbed into the foothills 
UIPVHI��4BO�+VBO�XBT�PLBZ�BOE�EFTQJUF�NVDI�BCKFDU�QPWFSUZ�JUT�
QFPQMF�TFFNFE�WFSZ�IBQQZ��*�趑OBMMZ�HPU�UP�HP�UP�4BO�+PT©��*U�XBT�B�
great day, the best so far!

top left: Day 15 – BMW F650GS vs dune.
top right: Rod, Alex, Justin and Thomas (f. l. t. r.).
bottom: We love the trucks!

3&10354
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4BO�+VBO�ѭ�-B�3JPKB
8F�IBE�B�OJDF�TUBSU�GSPN�4BO�+VBO�PO�8FEOFTEBZ���p$�JT�NVDI�
NPSF�QMFBTBOU�UP�SJEF� JO�CVU� JU�EJEOѳU� UBLF� MPOH�CFGPSF� JU�IJU���p$��
We watched the start of the stage to Chilecito before heading  
����LJMPNFUSFT�FBTU�UP�PVS�PWFSOJHIU�TUPQ�JO�-B�3JPKB��

We stopped a few times to refresh, basically tipping buckets of 
cold water on our heads, and got mobbed by local kids and their  
parents whenever we stopped for gas, especially with all the support  
WFIJDMFT�TUPQQJOH�BT�XFMM��

+VTUJO�BOE� *BO� UPPL�B�DPVQMF�PG� MPDBM�HJSMT� GPS�B�TQJO�PO�UIF�CJLFT�� 
*�EJEOѳU�UIJOL�UIFZ�XFSF�DPNJOH�CBDL�

By now we were well in front of the race bikes and I was looking  
GPSXBSE�UP�TFFJOH�TQFDUBDVMBS�SBDJOH�UIF�OFYU�EBZ��&WFSZUIJOH�XBT�
趑OF�XF�NBEF� B� HPPE�HSPVQ� GPS� UIF�NPTU� QBSU� BOE�.BHOVT�XBT�
MPPLJOH�BGUFS�VT�XFMM��8FѳE�IBE�B�DPVQMF�PG�NJOPS�JTTVFT�XJUI�POF�PS�
UXP�PG�UIF�CJLFT�CVU�5IPNBT�QSPWFE�UP�CF�B�QSFUUZ�HPPE�NFDIBOJD��
He was teaching me useful Spanish too! 

The Hotel Avenida in la rioja was one of the nicer places we stayed 
at, with great air conditioning, too!

la rioja – Cafayate
Thursday was the marathon stage of the rally where all competi-
tors had a 384 kilometre transit and a 527 kilometre special stage 
UP�HFU� UP�4BO�.JHVFM�EF�5VDVNBO��8F�BMTP�IBE�B�CJH�EBZ� UP�HFU�
ahead of the rally again, 636 kilometres to Cafayate about half way 
CFUXFFO�5VDVNBO�BOE�UIF�OFYU�TUBHF�TUPQ�BOE�SFTU�EBZ�JO�4BMUB��
What a fantastic ride! First, a hill road of about 90 kilometres with 
B� TVSGBDF� MJLF� ZPVѳE� 趑OE� PO� B� SBDF� USBDL�� 4PNF� TFSJPVT� GPPU� QFH� 
TDSBQQJOH�HPJOH� PO��5IFO�POUP�5B趑� EF�7BMMF� PWFS�3VUB� ����XJUI�
stunning views of the lake from the summit before winding down 

to Amaicha del Valle and lunch at a small café next to the Museo 
1BDIBNBNB�B�TJNQMZ�TUVOOJOH�TQPU��

From there, we took the famous ruta 40 for the last leg to Cafayate 
BOE�)PUFM�-PT�4BVDFT��3VUB���� JT� UIF� MPOHFTU� SPVUF� JO�"SHFOUJOB�
BOE�POF�PG� UIF� MBSHFTU� JO� UIF�XPSME� BU�NPSF� UIBO������LN� MPOH�� 
It starts at sea level at its southern end near the city of río Gallegos, 
crosses 20 national parks, 18 major rivers, 27 passes on the Andes, 
BOE�HPFT�VQ�UP������N�BCPWF�TFB�MFWFM�JO�4BMUB��"�MPU�PG�JU�JT�HSBWFM�
and we just loved it! 

8F�FOKPZFE� B� CSJMMJBOU� EJOOFS� JO� UIF� QMB[B�XJUI� QMFOUZ� PG� DFSWF[B�� 
By far, the best day yet!
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Cafayate – Salta
8FMM�CFTU� MBJE�QMBOT�BOE�BMM� UIBU��8FѳE�IPQFE�'SJEBZ�XPVME�CF�B�
HSFBU�TQFDUBUJOH�EBZ�XJUI�B�MB[Z�SJEF�UP�4BMUB�MBUFS�JO�UIF�BGUFSOPPO��
"T�JU�IBQQFOFE�XF�TUPQQFE�PO�UIF�XBZ�PVU�PG�$BGBZBUF�UP�趑MM�VQ�
POMZ�UP�趑OE�UIF�HBT�TUBUJPO�DMPTFE�UIF�%BLBS�CPZT�IBE�DMFBOFE�PVU�
UIF�QFUSPM�BOE�B�SF趑MM�XBTOѳU�EVF�VOUJM�MBUFS�JO�UIF�BGUFSOPPO��

.BHOVT� TFOU� 5IPNBT� BIFBE� JO� UIF� 3BOHFS� UP� 趑OE� HBT� XIJMF�
XF�IFBEFE�CBDL� JOUP�$BGBZBUF� UP�XBJU��8F� GPVOE�B� TQPU�PO� UIF�
square at the edge of town and settled in to watch the cars and 
USVDLT� MFBWJOH��"�HSFBU� MJUUMF�TBOEXJDIFSB�QSPWJEFE�GSFTIMZ�NBEF� 
FNQBOBEBT�UP�LFFQ�VT�HPJOH��

Thomas didn’t get back until just after 12:00 pm and was only 
BCMF�UP�QSPWJEF�B�DPVQMF�PG�MJUSFT�FBDI�UP�HFU�VT�VOEFSXBZ��*U�XBT�
only 189 to Salta, but one or two didn’t make it on the petrol they 
IBE��/P�XPSSJFT�PO�UIF�UXJO�UIPVHI�HPU�UP�UIF�HBT�TUBUJPO�BCPVU� 
����LJMPNFUSFT�BXBZ�XJUI�B�TMJHIU�DPVHI�FOUFSJOH�UIF�GPSFDPVSU��

We got to Salta later than expected, checked into the Ibis hotel 
and headed out for dinner, all of us really looking forward to a rest 
EBZ�PO�4BUVSEBZ�

4P�NVDI�GPS�B�SFTU�EBZ�"MFY�MFGU�IJT�XBMMFU�CBDL�JO�$BGBZBUF��5IPN-
as offered to go back in the ranger but Alex wanted to ride back 
UP�HFU�JU��.BHOVT�EJE�OPU�XBOU�IJN�SJEJOH�BMPOF�BOE�JOTJTUFE�UIBU�
XIPFWFS�XFOU�XJUI�IJN�IBE�B�(14��*�QVU�NZ�IBOE�VQ�BGUFS�BMM�"MFY�
JT�B�NBUF��8F�MFGU�BU������BN�BOE�IBE�B�HSFBU�SJEF�CBDL�JO���p$�

TUPQQJOH� BU� TFWFSBM� UPVSJTU� TJUFT� BMPOH� UIF� XBZ� GPS� QIPUPT�� 8F� 
FODPVOUFSFE�B�CJU�PG�MJHIU�SBJO�JO�$BGBZBUF�UIF�趑STU�PG�UIF�USJQ�CVU�
JU�XBT�TUJMM�RVJUF�XBSN��

We duly collected the wallet, grabbed some breakfast in the 
QMB[B� BOE� TUBSUFE� UIF� SFUVSO� SVO� UP� 4BMUB� BCPVU� ������ BN�� 0O�
the way back the temperature dropped to 16°C and intermittent  
TIPXFST�PO�UIF�SFE�DMBZ�NBEF�UIF�DBOZPO�SPBE�RVJUF�TMJQQFSZ��8F�
UPPL�JU�WFSZ�FBTZ��"CPVU����LJMPNFUSFT�PVU�GSPN�4BMUB�UIF�IFBWFOT�
PQFOFE�BOE�XF�HPU�TPBLFE��.Z�(14�CBUUFSZ�HBWF�VQ�XJUI�BCPVU�
10 kilometres to go; fortunately I remembered how we got to the 
IPUFM�EFTQJUF�UIF�POF�XBZ�TZTUFN��

I skipped dinner and went to bed early, it was quite hard getting 
BOZ�TMFFQ�XIFO�UIFSFѳT���UP�B�SPPN�BOE���PG�UIFN�TOPSF��'PS�UIF�
next three nights we were back to 2 per room, so that would prove 
CFUUFS�

Salta is not the city I expected, more like a town that just has too 
NBOZ�QFPQMF�BOE�UIF�JOGSBTUSVDUVSF�JT�JOTVG趑DJFOU�GPS�UPSSFOUJBM�SBJO��
5IF�TUSFFUT�XFSF�趒PPEFE�BOE�SBX�TFXFSBHF�XBT�FWFSZXIFSF�UIF�
USBG趑D�XBT�KVTU�DIBPT��8F�XFSF�PO�BO�BEWFOUVSF�UIPVHI�BOE�*�XBT�
stoked to get through a day out without a guide or an interpreter 
BOE�TUJMM�NBOBHF�

To be continued in BMW Clubs’ World 3/14

top: (SPVQ�TIPU�BU�5Bꠋ�EF�7BMMF� 
(Photo: Maryann Broderick).
bottom left: Day 14 – Pain Olivier 
(France) riding Yamaha.
bottom right: Marc Coma (Spain) 
Special Stage Combarbala.
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IntervIew  
wIth Dr. ralf ZIegler.  
International bmw classic and  
type clubs section.

what is your position in the International bmw classic 
and type clubs section?
4JODF� +BOVBSZ� *ѳN� UIF� TQPLFTNBO� GPS� UIF� *OUFSOBUJPOBM� 
#.8�$MBTTJD�BOE�5ZQF�$MVCT�4FDUJPO�

the International bmw classic and type clubs section 
enjoys a very special position in the international bmw 
club scene. can you describe this position?
24 BMW Clubs representing 11,000 members have come  
UPHFUIFS�VOEFS�PVS�BFHJT��0VS�DMVCT�BSF�DIBSBDUFSJTFE�CZ� UIFJS�
interest in the history of BMW vehicles, but less so by the  
HFPHSBQIJDBM�MPDBUJPO�PG�UIFJS�BDUJWJUJFT��5IJT�NBLFT�UIFN�BT�WB-
SJFE�BT�UIF�SBOHF�PG�#.8�NPEFMT�PWFS�UIF�ZFBST��

We are united by our conviction that our cars are something 
XPSUI� QSFTFSWJOH�� 7FIJDMFT� UIBU� XPVME� CF� SFHBSEFE� FMTFXIFSF�
as total write-offs are instead restored, giving BMW spare parts 
TVQQMZ�B�QBSUJDVMBS�JNQPSUBODF���

We read with increasing frequency that classic cars, even  
models that were fairly common not so long ago, make excellent 
JOWFTUNFOUT��5IF� 趑WF� DMBTTJD� DBST� UIBU� SFHJTUFSFE� UIF�HSFBUFTU�
appreciation in value in Germany in 2013 included three very  
different BMWs: the lS Coupé in fourth place, the 501 V8  
MJNPVTJOF�JO�UIJSE�QMBDF�BOE�UIF����J�	�����ѭ�����
�JO�趑STU�QMBDF��
However, the cost of maintaining classic cars can actually slightly 
FYDFFE�UIFJS�BQQSFDJBUJPO�JO�WBMVF��#VU�UIJT�JT�JSSFMFWBOU�GPS�QFPQMF�
who love their cars and who want to enjoy them and keep them 
GPS�BT�MPOH�BT�QPTTJCMF�

we have known you for some years now – what were your 
previous roles in this section?
Eight years ago I was elected to the board of the section and 
at about the same time I also took over responsibility for the  
appearance of BMW Classic and the Classic and Type Clubs at 
UIF�5FDIOP�$MBTTJDB�TIPX�

can you describe the life of the club?
It is much the same as all other BMW Clubs: meetings, technical 
JOUFSWJFXT�WJTJUT�UP�FWFOUT�BOE�BCPWF�BMM�TIFFS�ESJWJOH�QMFBTVSF��
5IFO�UIFSF�JT�UIF�XPSL�SFRVJSFE�UP�NBJOUBJO�UIF�DBST��"�HSFBU�EFBM�
of the work required on our cars is unfamiliar to modern mecha-
nics – we need to acquire and pass on the necessary expertise 
UP�NBJOUBJO�PVS�DBST��

which events does the section attend?
Techno Classica as the world’s largest vintage car show is 

the event we participate in as an umbrella group alongside  
#.8�$MBTTJD��"MNPTU�BMM�DMVCT� JO�UIF�TFDUJPO�FYIJCJU�DBST�IFSF�
FODPVOUFSJOH�MPUT�PG�JOUFSOBUJPOBM�WJTJUPST��

how old are the vehicles that are present in your umbrel-
la organisation? 
5IBU�JT�OPU�TP�FBTZ�UP�TBZ��#.8�JT�OPX�QSPEVDJOH�WFIJDMFT�UIBU�
are classics the moment they leave the factory, something that 
FTDBQFT�TPNF�NPEFMT�UIBU�BSF�EFDBEFT�PME� 

everyone in the scene is talking about the trend towards 
an ageing membership. how do you view this issue? 
BMW cars were always more youthful and dynamic than those 
PG�PUIFS�NBOVGBDUVSFST��)BQQJMZ�UIJT�NFBOT�UIBU�XF�BMTP�BQQFBM� 
UP� BHF� HSPVQT� UIBU� BSF� POMZ� JOUFSFTUFE� JO� TJHOJ趑DBOUMZ� ZPVOHFS�
NPEFMT�JO�UIF�DBTF�PG�PUIFS�CSBOET��

what do you believe to be the most important task of the 
section for the future?
*OUFSOBUJPOBMJTBUJPO�� 0VS� DMVCT� CSJOH� UPHFUIFS� B� HSFBU� EFBM� PG� 
FYQFSUJTF�JO�SFMBUJPO�UP�UIF�DBST�BT�XFMM�BT�QBTTJPO�GPS�UIF�CSBOE��
We would be happy to share this with lots more people all over 
UIF�XPSME�

can you tell us a little more about yourself personally?  
*�BN����ZFBST�PME�BOE�MJWF� JO�UIF�3IJOFMBOE�SFHJPO�PG�(FSNBOZ��
"T�B�RVBMJ趑FE�OVDMFBS�QIZTJDJTU�NZ�CBDLHSPVOE�JT�JO�JOUFSOBUJPOBM�
SFTFBSDI��$PNQVUFST�XFSF�QBSU�PG�NZ�CSFBE�BOE�CVUUFS�TP�UIBU�
UIF�TXJUDI�UP�CFDPNJOH�BO�*5�DPOTVMUBOU�XBT�WFSZ�FBTZ�GPS�NF�

I am interested in old technology, including cars, as a kind of  
TJEF�MJOF��*�BMTP�IBWF�B�QBSUJDVMBS�UIJOH�GPS�DMBTTJD�EFTJHO�JO�XIJDI�
GPSN�GPMMPXT�GVODUJPO�XJUIPVU�BOZ�CFMMT�BOE�XIJTUMFT��

what fascinates you about classic vehicles? 
In general I am attracted to cars that celebrate new ideas in  
technology or design, venture into new market segments or  
FYQSFTT�OFX�WBMVFT�XJUIJO�UIF�#.8�CSBOE�

which is your favourite car from bmw at present?
logically enough the answer is the BMW i3, because this  
vehicle has pioneered new strategies in every aspect of car  
NBOVGBDUVSF�� 5IF� FOHJOFFSJOH� QFSGPSNBODF� UIBU� HPFT� JOUP�
this car, as well as the entrepreneurial courage to venture into  
uncharted waters without being forced to do so should not be 
VOEFSFTUJNBUFE�

INTErVIEW
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may
42nd BMW rA rally, Birmingham, Alabama, USA 
29.05. – 31.05.2014, www.bmwra.org

38th International BMW Veterans Meeting in Bad Nauheim, Germany 
29.05. – 01.06.2014, www.bmw-veteranenclub.de

june
45th BMW CCA oktoberfest, Beaver Creek, Co, USA 
16.06. – 20.06.2014, www.bmwcca.org

july
#.8�.PUPSSBE�%BZT�(BSNJTDI�1BSUFOLJSDIFO�(FSNBOZ 
04.07. – 06.07.2014, www.bmw-motorrad.de

42nd BMW MoA International rally, Minnesota, USA 
24.07. – 27.07.2014, www.bmwmoa.org

august
"W%�0MEUJNFS�(SBOE�1SJY�/¼SCVSHSJOH�(FSNBOZ 
08.08. – 10.08.2014, www.nuerburgring.de

3BMMZ�XJUI�#.8�;��;��;��;��UP�#VPDIT���&OOFUC¼SHFO�4XJU[FSMBOE 
17.08. – 17.08.2014, www.bmwz3club.ch

Annual General Meeting of the  
BMW Clubs latin America Federation, Montevideo, Uruguay 
22.08. – 24.08.2014, www.bmwclubslaf.org

further events 2014
*OUFSOBUJPOBM�$PVODJM�.FFUJOH�5PLZP�+BQBO 
27.09. – 30.09.2014, www.bmw-clubs-international.com 

VETErAMA, Mannheim, Germany 
11.10. – 12.10.2014, www.veterama.de

#.8�$MVCT�"TJB�.FFUJOH�.BOJMB�1IJMJQQJOFT 
06. – 07.12.2014, kahwong@hotmail.com 

EVENT dIArY



gone surfIn’:
orIgInal bmw classIc parts.

sheer
Driving pleasure

bmw classic

bmw-classic.com

Around 40,000 parts are available at shop.bmw-classic.com��+VTU�HP�POMJOF�BOE�DIPPTF�UIF�SJHIU
QBSUT�GPS�ZPVS�DMBTTJD�DBS�BOE�IBWF�UIFN�EFMJWFSFE�UP�ZPVS�IPNF�PS�ZPVS�OFBSFTU�HBSBHF��0G�DPVSTF�ZPV
IBWF�UIF�NBOVGBDUVSFSѳT�GVMM�HVBSBOUFF�PO�FWFSZ�0SJHJOBM�#.8�$MBTTJD�1BSU�

#FOFꗅU�SFHVMBSMZ�JO�GVUVSF�
8PVME�ZPV�MJLF�UP�SFDFJWF�QSPNPUJPO�DPEFT�JO�UIF�GVUVSF �5IFO�QMFBTF�QSPWJEF�VT�EVSJOH�ZPVS�SFHJTUSBUJPO�PS�BT�BO�BMSFBEZ�SFHJTUFSFE�DVTUPNFS�XJUI�
ZPVS�DPOTFOU�UP�EBUB�QSPDFTTJOH�JO�Ѷ.Z�"DDPVOUѷ�VOEFS�Ѷ1FSTPOBM�%BUB���5FSNT�PG�"HSFFNFOUѷ��5IBOL�ZPV��

10 % DIscount for bmw club members
In bmw classIc parts shop.

Your personal promotion code:
bmw_club_benefIt

5IJT�QSPNPUJPO�DPEF�JT�WBMJE�VOUJM������������BOE�DBO�CF
used at shop.bmw-classic.com�*

(*ordering and shipping is possible only within the European Union)


